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Importance of Education and 
Awareness in Combating AIS

•There are three steps in the 
progression to invasion by an AIS

• Introduction (Ex situ or In Situ)

• Establishment

• Spread

•Each of these steps are influenced by 
man either 

• Intentionally 

• Unintentionally

•Thus humans play a central role in AIS



Importance of Education and 
Awareness in Combating AIS

•Yet majority of the people remain 
unaware/ under aware about AIS 

•Therefore awareness and education is 
a key action to be undertaken in any 
AIS combat strategy

• Alien invasive species and their 
impacts

• Best practices to follow when 
dealing with potential AIS/ AIS

• Specialized education for officers 
involved in regulation



Education, Training and Capacity

•The coverage of IAS in the formal 
teaching is not adequate 

•Not much attention has been paid to 
carry out focused training of officers 
in the implementing agencies

•Some have obtained training indirectly 
when they enroll in various formal and 
non-formal education activities

•The awareness of officers of the 
implementing agencies are more on 
biology and ecology and less on actual 
measures needed for managing alien 
invasive species



Target Groups

1. General Public

2. Students and Teachers

3. Agencies involved in regulation of 
entry alien invasive species

4. Agencies involved in control/ 
management of alien invasive species

5. Non regulatory agencies that has a 
bearing on introduction or spread of 
alien invasive species

6. Private sector organizations that 
has a bearing on introduction or 
spread of alien invasive species



Tools Used Currently for 
Education and Awareness

•National/ International Symposia 

•Articles in newspapers, popular 
magazines and scientific journals

•Electronic media

•Posters, Brochures and Pamphlets 

•Sign boards 

•Workshops and public lectures 

•Formal education 

•Non formal education



Knowledge Sharing



Communication Tools Developed 

• Pictorial Guide to IAS

• Descriptive Guide to IAS





Communication Tools Developed 

• Pictorial Guide to IAS

• Descriptive Guide to IAS

• Training manuals



Training manual – Farmers, Managers, Teachers



Communication Tools Developed 

• Pictorial Guide to IAS

• Descriptive Guide to IAS

• Training manuals

• Posters

• Leaflets



Other Communication Measures

• IAS Website



Other Communication Measures

• IAS Website

• Provincial AIS profiles

• Training of trainers

• Focused awareness programmes

– Government sector – Detection and 
control

– NGOs - Awareness

– Private sector - Safeguards


