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V������          Background
• Democratic nation
• Independence 1980 French & 

Britain
• Comprise of 83 Islands
• Total land area 12,000 km 

square
• Population ‐ 239,651
• Growth rate 2 6• Growth rate ‐ 2.6
• 80% reside in rural areas 

depending on forest for 
livelihood
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12,200km 
t t l l d

74% covered 
by forest

Vegetation 
map

total land 
area

• Climate‐warm & 
moist

• Average rainfall 2,360 
millimeters per year.

• Temperature: 20‐28 
degree 

• Precipitation:250mm

Forestry department

Department responsible with invasive 
species

Environment department
Quarantine department
Fisheries department
Live and learn (NGOs)

Types of invasive species

Merremia peltata
• Devastated forest

• Invade infrastructure

• Invade agricultural field

Flora

• Dominate area
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Mimosa pudica
Mikania micarantha
Merremia
African turlipp
Leucaena
Cordia alliodora

FOREST HEALTH SURVEILLANCE

White wood (Endospermum 
medullosum)
Natapoa (Terminalia catapa)
Sandal wood (Santalum 
austrocaledonum)
Nangai (Canarium indicum)
Mahogany (SweeteniaMahogany (Sweetenia 
macrophlla)
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Results
Coleoptera (beetles)
Arachnid (spiders)
Diptera (flies)
Lepidoptera 
(butterfly/moths)
Isoptera (termites)
Dermaptera (earwigs)
OrthopetraOrthopetra 
(grasshoppers)
Hymenoptera 
(ants, bees, wasps)
Hemiptera (true bags)

70%

20%

10%

Coleoptera

Orthopetra

Others

Caterpillar of 
skeletoniser moth 
showing feeding 
damage on 

Roeselia lignifera (white 
hairly caterpillar) 
chewing up the leaves 
of terminalia seedlings

Branch wilt 
of 3 year old 
sandalwood 
due to 
suspected 
pink disease, 

whitewood leaf

Black mould 
(prob. family 
Meliolaceae) 
on the under 
surface of 
whitewood leaf

Black mould (prob. family 
Meliolaceae) on the under surface 
of whitewood leaf
At the Tagabe nursery Port Vila 

Borer damage to shoots of 2 years old 
mahogany 

Termite damage to root collar of 3 year 
old sandalwood

Pinkish fungal mycelium on the branch 
of sandalwood with suspected pink 
disease
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Legislation frame work

• Nothing in place at national level

• Plant protection act in place with the 
Quarantine department

li• Forest policy

Control and eradication 

• Field trial has been carried out‐(Merremia)

• Involve community participation

• Biological control‐ Mikania (Quarantine 
d )department)

Measures to be taken

• Needs legislation in place at national level

• More awareness to communities

• National survey should be carried out to 
id if i i i i hidentify invasive species in the country

• More eradication to be carried out‐invasive 
species

• Financial support needed 
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THANK YOU


